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OVERVIEW

PROJECT MODEL

Parents’ savings and livelihoods are linked to 
children’s nutrition. Savings provide a safety net 
during emergencies, while steady income enables 
families to buy nutritious food and access 
healthcare.

To address this, the World Vision Development 
Foundation supports vulnerable families through 
community savings groups, training, and livelihood 
programs, aiming to improve child nutrition. This 
evaluation examines beneficiaries’ savings group 
participation, contributions, and plans, as well as 
the livelihood support they receive and its impact 
on income. It highlights two economic-focused 
models: CoMSCA and BLS.

Community Managed Savings and Credit 
Association (CoMSCA). Builds resilience for 
vulnerable families. Men and women from poor 
communities create groups that enable them to 
save money in small amounts together and lend to 
each other when needs arise. It also aims to 
address the root causes of the inability to keep 
money, lack of capital, exclusion from existing 
financial services, and dependence of the 
beneficiaries on WV to purchase business and 
agricultural input and health and education costs

Building Secure Livelihoods (BSL). This 
integrated livelihood approach targets marginal 
poor rural households with dependent children 
living on insecure and unstable livelihood options. 
It aims to build secure and resilient livelihoods in a 
three to five-year programme, enabling parents 
and caregivers to provide for their children 
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FINDINGS

Only 3 out of 10 beneficiaries received 
livelihood from WVDF and 5 out of 10 
beneficiaries received any kind of 
economic support from WVDF. When 
asked, the majority of the beneficiaries do 
not sell their goods (78.0%) from their 
livelihoods. Lastly, more than half of the 
beneficiaries noted that their income 
(58.9%) and savings (60.3%) remained the 
same compared to last year. 

COMSCA

BLS

While more than half (52.6%) have savings 
groups in their community, only 40.3% were 
members of a savings group with 62.6% of 
them attending their savings group meeting 4 
times in a month. Some of the purposes of 
attending these meetings are to save in a 
group (83.8%), to obtain access to credit 
(67.0%), and to participate in trainings (32.7%). 

The majority of the members contribute on a 
weekly basis (73.6%) amounting to 101 pesos 
and above (76.1%). Around 63.7% of the latest 
share out of the beneficiaries amounted to 
5000 pesos and above. The majority of the 
members plan to use their share out for food 
purchases (67.3%), health expenses (39.3%), 
and make home repairs/improvements 
(24.2%). 
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NOTABLE FINDINGS
• From the survey results, only 32.2% of respondents were current members of savings 

groups. On the other hand, 59.8% stated that they were not members of savings 
groups, and 8.1% were former members. This may be an indicator that the reach 
of/interest in the program may still be improved.

• Half (50.2%) of the survey respondents stated that they did not receive any form of 
assistance/support related to training, cash grants, assets, etc. related to supporting 
their livelihoods.  

• Around 15% of the survey participants responded that both their income and savings 
decreased compared to the last harvest season. 
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“It is a huge help because if you need [money] in case of 
emergency, you can lend somewhere [for] your needs as soon as 
possible, like for your food, electricity bill, and the vitamins of the 

children”

“We were given 10,000 [pesos] to buy [materials for] our 
livelihood. I used it to buy a goat, and the rest, I used it to buy 

groceries for my sari-sari store. My goat now has two kids and my 
sari-sari store is still up.”

“[We were taught] how to handle money, and how to use it 
wisely. How I would raise the hog- the profit is big when we sell 
[it]. Sometimes half of the profit goes to us, and the other half is 

to buy pigs again.”

“We are implementing something where we would get [extra] 
funds, so our income would increase. For example, we need to 
think of a business, and if there’s 25 of us, we would give 100 

each that we need to roll for the business.”

“I plant vegetables around my house, so we can have something 
to eat. It’s a huge effect because I have livestocks to take care of. 

In case of an emergency, I can sell them.”

WHAT WORKED WELL?
CoMSCA was found to be a source of new information especially in terms of capacitating 
the beneficiaries to spend efficiently, prioritizing the basic necessities of the families. The 
program also helps the beneficiaries to save up for the future and for emergencies. As 
mentioned by some of the beneficiaries:

Furthermore, BLS was seen as a source of materials and other resources through provision 
of seeds, hogs, goats, and other livestocks which can be used for livelihood. Furthermore, 
the program became a source of hope for the beneficiaries and community through 
provision of additional sources of income.
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RECOMMENDATIONS

DECISION POINTS AND 
WAYS FORWARD

• A government tie-up could strengthen program reach and sustainability. For 
livelihoods, WVDF may expand its partnership with TESDA to build beneficiaries’ skills 
in agriculture and entrepreneurship under the National Technical Education and Skills 
Development Plan.

• Community collaboration is also encouraged to organize events where beneficiaries 
share experiences and best practices for CoMSCA and BSL, fostering participation and 
support.

• For BSL, clearer success indicators (e.g., income growth, skills gained) should be 
defined. Since many respondents do not sell their products, a market survey is 
recommended to profile potential beneficiaries and design tailored livelihood projects 
that promote product sales and benefit the community.

• For CoMSCA, provide further training/orientations that effectively build the 
beneficiaries’ knowledge on how microsavings works, and encourage sustained 
participation in the program. 

• For BSL, ensure that livelihood assistance offered to beneficiaries is tailor-fit to the 
area. 
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